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doubt in my mind for 1 second that if it
were a Republican President and it had
been a Democratic administration,
there is no administration in history
that wouldn’t have blamed those first 6
months on their predecessor because
they couldn’t turn the economy
around. So, since the stimulus took ef-
fect, we have gained 2 million jobs.
Have we gained enough? No. We lost 8
million jobs under the Bush adminis-
tration. So we have only filled 25 per-
cent of the hole. Again, I don’t know
what paper you are looking at, but you
check the figures.

Now, unfortunately this month, he is
absolutely  correct. It was dis-
appointing, and the month before was
disappointing. In fact, of course, some
people are doing pretty well in Amer-
ica. The stock market closed at about
12,700-plus on the Dow yesterday, some
$2 trillion on hand.

One of the things I think that people
are worried about is making sure that
we act as adults, we act responsibly, we
pay our bills, and we ensure that Amer-
ica does not default. All I am going to
say, and then I will close, is that I hope
the gentleman and I can join together
on Sunday and on every day thereafter
between now and when we can resolve
this issue so that we can pay our bills,
stabilize our economy, and give what
the gentleman talked a lot about in
our colloquies when our positions were
reversed—I remember those days—
talked a lot about, and that was con-
fidence, that was stability.

The failure for us to act, as we acted
seven times in the Bush administration
to raise the debt limit, and I don’t have
the specific number, but more than
that in the Reagan administration—
and by the way, during the last 4 years
of the Clinton administration, does the
gentleman remember how many times
we raised the debt limit? Zero. Zero.
Why? Because for every one of those 4
years we had a surplus, not a deficit. A
surplus. And Mr. Greenspan was Wor-
ried at the end of the Clinton adminis-
tration that we were going to pay off
the debt too quickly. And President
Bush projected a $5.6 trillion surplus.

So I tell my friend that the reason I
look back is to not repeat the mistakes
of the past. We didn’t pay our bills. We
paid our bills in the nineties. We start-
ed not paying our bills again. You jet-
tisoned the statutory PAYGO. You jet-
tisoned it again, essentially, not the
statutory part, but the rule part.

Again, I don’t enjoy going back and
forth on this, but I am very concerned
for my country. The Speaker said he
wanted to solve this problem by June
30. It is now July 7. We haven’t re-
solved it. And the country is waiting
for us. So let us hope that all of us will
not say, can’t do this, can’t do that,
can’t do the other.

Let us go down to the White House
on Sunday with the President, with the
Senate, with the leaders of this House,
and say, yes, we can. We can be respon-
sible. We can be adults. We are going to
get this done for the people.
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I yield back the balance of my time.

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JULY
11, 2011

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday next, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

PERMISSION TO APPOINT MEM-
BERS TO PERFORM THE DUTIES
OF THE CHAIR

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Speaker
may appoint Members to perform the
duties of the Chair for the duration of
the period from August 8, 2011, through
September 6, 2011, as though wunder
clause 8(a) of rule 1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 91

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to remove my name as a
cosponsor of H.R. 91.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the further consideration of H.R.
2354, and that I may include tabular
material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REED). Pursuant to House Resolution
337 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
2354.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2354)
making appropriations for energy and
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water development and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes,
with Mr. POE of Texas in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN) and the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. VISCLOSKY) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to bring
the fiscal year 2012 Energy and Water
appropriations bill before the House
this afternoon.

Before I begin my remarks, let me
thank the full chairman, Mr. ROGERS,
as well as the ranking member, Mr.
Dicks, for their support of a very open
process and their support of me as well
as the ranking member. I would par-
ticularly like to thank my ranking
member, Congressman PETE VIS-
CLOSKY, for his dedication to our joint
mission and our close working rela-
tionship. The bill is stronger for his
input and knowledge.

I would also like to thank the com-
mittee staff, Rob Blair, the clerk; Joe
Levin, Loraine Heckenberg, Angie
Giancarlo, and Perry Yates. On the mi-
nority side, I would like to thank
Taunja Berquam. I would also like to
thank my personal staff, Nancy Fox
and Kathleen Hazlett, and certainly
recognize Mr. VISCLOSKY’sS personal
staff in the form of Joe DeVo.

Mr. Chairman, the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations bill sup-
ports programs critical to our Nation’s
security, safety, and economic com-
petitiveness. Mr. Chairman, for far too
long Federal agencies have been as-
suming ever-increasing budgets, lead-
ing to programs with poor rationale
and even less accountability. Those
days are behind us now. This bill clear-
ly shows that much greater fiscal dis-
cipline and a strong national defense
and a strong economy can be achieved
together.

The bill for fiscal year 2012 provides
$30.6 billion, $1 billion below fiscal year
2011, and $5.9 billion below the Presi-
dent’s request, bringing the total
spending levels for our bill down to ap-
proaching the fiscal year 2006 level. An
additional $1.03 billion is emergency
offset funding which is provided to help
recovery and repair efforts due to the
severe floods we have seen in the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri River regions.
These floods have resulted in immense
devastation and loss of life and liveli-
hoods. I commend the good work of the
Army Corps, which is in the front lines,
along with municipal, county, State,
and other Federal first responders
when tragedies like this occur.

Mr. Chairman, there are no congres-
sional earmarks in this legislation. The
highest national priorities are pro-
tected by supporting the Department
of Energy’s national defense programs
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